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DuPont Guerry Ill was pioneering ophthalmologist 
Ophthalmologist DuPont Guerry I l l ,  
a 1 934 Furman graduate whose 
research helped pave the way 
for the development of laser eye 
surgery, died in Richmond, Va., 
April 3 at the age of 92. 
The patient involved had a tumor on h is 
retina that threatened his vision. 
According to the newspaper, Guerry 
asked the patient to "train his right eye 
on a pinprick of l ight emanating from an 
odd contraption - a  World War II Army 
searchlight aimed at a mirror that focused 
a l ight beam through a hole in a black­
board positioned two inches from the 
man's face. During two sessions held 
save the sight of people with diabetes, 
glaucoma, torn retinas and tumors." He 
had developed his idea after taking part 
in an Air Force study exam ining how the 
brightness of atomic blasts might affect 
the vision of bomber pilots. 
Guerry, a graduate of the Uni­
versity of Virginia Medical School, 
taught i n  the Department of Oph­
thalmology at the Medical College 
of Virginia for 38 years (1944-82) 
and chaired the department from 
1 953-73. 
a week apart, bright l ight flashed briefly 
through the hole five times." 
I n  1 987 the American Ophthalmo­
logical Society recognized Guerry's 
pioneering contributions to his field 
by presenting him its highest honor, 
the Howe Medal. 
G uerry was active in medical asso­
ciations on the state and national levels 
and was the first d irector of the Medical 
College of Virg in ia Hospitals Eye Bank. 
As a pediatric intern he conducted 
award-winning research on the use 
The result of the experiment: The 
tumor was destroyed and the patient's 
vision saved. 
In an article in its April 5 issue, 
the Richmond Times-Dispatch 
reported that in 1 957, G uerry con­
ducted an experiment to deter­
mine how small doses of bright 
l ight might affect damaged retinas. 
" By using l ight to operate on the 
retina," the paper said, "Guerry laid the 
groundwork for advances in what was 
to become laser surgery, which helps 
of vitamin K to reduce hemorrhaging 
i n  newborns. 
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